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SOURCE: 42 FR 14675, Mar. 16, 1977, unless
otherwise noted.

§311.1 Purpose.

This part implements the policy of
the ‘“‘Government in the Sunshine
Act’’, section 552b of title 5 U.S.C.,
which is to provide the public with as
much information as possible regarding
the decision making process of certain
Federal agencies, including the Federal
Deposit Insurance Corporation, while
preserving the rights of individuals and
the ability of the agency to carry out
its responsibilities.

§311.2 Definitions.

For purposes of this part:

(a) Board means Board of Directors of
the Federal Deposit Insurance Corpora-
tion and includes any subdivision of
the Board authorized to act on behalf
of the Corporation.

(b) Meeting means the deliberations
(including those conducted by con-
ference telephone call, or by any other
method) of at least three members
where such deliberations determine or
result in the joint conduct or disposi-
tion of agency business but does not in-
clude:

(1) Deliberations to determine wheth-
er meetings will be open or closed or
whether information pertaining to
closed meetings will be withheld;

(2) Informal background discussions
among Board members and staff which
clarify issues and expose varying views;

(3) Decision-making by circulating
written material to individual Board
members;

(4) Sessions with individuals from
outside the Corporation where Board
members listen to a presentation and
may elicit additional information.

(c) Member means a member of the
Board.

(d) Open to public observation and open
to the public mean that individuals may
witness the meeting, but not partici-
pate in the deliberations. The meeting
may be recorded, photographed, or oth-
erwise reproduced if the reproduction
does not disturb the meeting.

(e) Public announcement and publicly
announce mean making reasonable ef-
fort under the particular cir-
cumstances of each case to fully in-
form the public. This may include post-
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ing notice on the Corporation’s public
notice bulletin board maintained in the
lobby of its offices located at 550 17th
Street, NW., Washington, DC 20429,
issuing a press release and employing
other methods of notification that may
be desirable in a particular situation.

[42 FR 14675, Mar. 16, 1977, as amended at 42
FR 59494, Nov. 18, 1977; 54 FR 38965, Sept. 22,
1989; 61 FR 38357, July 24, 1996]

§311.3 Meetings.

(a) Open meetings. Except as provided
in paragraph (b) of this section, every
portion of every meeting of the Cor-
poration’s Board will be open to public
observation. Board members will not
jointly conduct or dispose of Corpora-
tion business other than in accordance
with this part.

(b) When meetings may be closed and
announcements and disclosures withheld.
Except where the Board finds that the
public interest requires otherwise, a
meeting or portion thereof may be
closed, and announcements and disclo-
sure pertaining thereto may be with-
held when the Board determines that
such meeting or portion of the meeting
or the disclosure of such information is
likely to:

(1) Disclose matters that are: (i) Spe-
cifically authorized under criteria es-
tablished by an Executive order to be
kept secret in the interests of national
defense or foreign policy and (ii) in fact
properly classified pursuant to such
Executive order,;

(2) Relate solely to the internal per-
sonnel rules and practices of the Cor-
poration;

(3) Disclose matters specifically ex-
empted from disclosure by statute
(other than the Freedom of Informa-
tion Act, 5 U.S.C. 552): Provided, That
such statute: (i) Requires that the mat-
ters be withheld from the public in
such a manner as to leave no discretion
on the issue, or (ii) establishes par-
ticular types of matters to be withheld;

(4) Disclose trade secrets and com-
mercial or financial information ob-
tained from a person and privileged or
confidential;

(5) Involve accusing any person of a
crime, or formally censuring any per-
son;
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